BUREAU DU .
DIRECTEUR PARLEMENTAIRE DU BUDGET

13 February 2017

Mr. Daniel Watson, Chief Executive Officer
Parks Canada

30 Victoria Street

Gatineau, QC

J8X 0B3

Daniel.Watson@pc.gc.ca

Information Request: IR0279

Dear Mr. Watson:

As you are likely aware, the Parliamentary Budget Officer (PBO) provides independent analysis to
the Senate and to the House of Commons about the nation’s finances and the economy, the
estimates of the government, and the cost of programs, legislation, and policies. In carrying out its
mandate, the PBO often requires access to information held by government departments. When
such information is needed, the PBO makes a request to the department holding the information.

The PBO is currently undertaking an analysis pursuant to section 79.2(d) of the Parliament of
Canada Act, which mandates the PBO to estimate the financial cost of any proposal that relates to a
matter over which Pariament has jurisdiction at the request of a member or committee of either a
House or a joint committee of both Houses.

In pursuing this work, the PBO would ask that, pursuant to section 79.3 of the Parliament of Canada
Act, you provide access to the following information:

¢ | would like to obtain an electronic copy in an editable format (.csv, .xIsx, .sas, etc.) of the master
data file (or files) that contains all the data pertaining to The Canadian Register of Historic
Places. In other terms, | would like to obtain the file from which information is extracted when
using the search engine for the Canadian Register at http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-
reg/search-recherche.aspx.

e | don't know if this information is already contained in the aforementioned files, but | would also
like to obtain, if available, the ownership status (private vs public) of each property in the register.
If that information is not compiled in the register, can you provide an estimate of the share of
properties listed in the register that are privately owned?



We would appreciate that you provide access to this information by 6 March 2017. If we do not hear
back from you by that date, we may consider your non-response a deemed refusal and, accordingly,
report it to our named committees as instructed.

Attached is a reply form. It too should be filled out and returned by 6 March 2017, whether or not you
provide access to the requested information. The details contained in the reply form will assist us in
preparing the PBO annual report.

Your response letter will be posted on the PBO website and, therefore, it should not be marked
“confidential”. Could you please attach the requested information separately. If this information is
confidential, please clearly mark it as such, either on the electronic spreadsheet or the hard copy
version.

Should you or your staff have any questions about this information request, the analyst responsible,
Govindadeva Bemier can be contacted directly at Govindadeva.Bernier@parl.qc.ca, 613-769-4988.

| want to thank you for your assistance in this matter. Providing timely and effective analysis to the
Senate and House of Commons is the PBO’s primary objective. The degree to which this is possible
depends, to a large extent, on free and timely access to quality information held by government
departments. In doing so, you are assisting us in better serving the Senate, the House of Commons,
and their members.

Yours sincerely,
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n-Denis Fréchette
Parliamentary Budget Officer

c.c.. Katharine Rechico, Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet,
Privy Council Office, Liaison Secretariat for Macroeconomic Policy

Attachment: Reply form for IR0279



